
Want to know more?  
A Future In Chemistry: rsc.li/future 

Feeling inspired? 
Scan to take our quiz and get career  
inspiration based on your interests

How does Zubera make a difference?
I’m a Battery Recycling Research Fellow at the University of 
Birmingham where I’m finding a sustainable process to power 
low-carbon transport by researching the reuse and recycling of 
lithium-ion batteries from electric cars.

What’s involved?
•	Exploring ways to recycle Li-ion batteries
•	Developing technologies to separate and  

purify the materials in Li-ion batteries
•	Using bacteria to recover lithium 
•	Researching alternatives to traditional  

recycling methods

Skills  
Project management  
Communication 
Technical work	 	

Minimum qualifications 

•   A relevant degree,  
followed by a PhD

Salary 
•   Starting salary  

£30,000 – £40,000 a year

•    Industry median salary 
£46,100 a year

Currently, only 5% of batteries are recycled.  
Lithium is needed to make Li-ion batteries,  

but it’s running out and won’t last forever.

In 2035, all new vehicles in the UK will be  
electric, so we need to make sure we 

 recycle lithium for future generations.

Did you 
know?

“I hope to provide  
a sustainable  
process to power 
greener, low- 
carbon transport.”


